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Land Reforms
- Land Reforms Act 1952

e The land ownership problem is a long-standing unresolved issue in
Indian agriculture.

e Land reforms are necessary to increase agricultural production,
streamline the relationships of those involved in agriculture, and
regulate land ownership.

* The abolition of the Zamindari system after our country gained
independence was a major land reform. However, it only served as
the beginning of land reform and did not solve the various problems
in agriculture.

* Every committee formed for agricultural development and reform in
India pointed out the need for land ownership reforms.

(e.g.) The Agricultural Reforms Committee headed by J.C. Kumarappa
emphasized that all intermediaries should be eliminated and that
there should be no room for exploitation in the rural economy.

¢ Scholars consider land reforms in India with the following objectives:
1. To systematically eliminate the intermediaries between the
government and the farmers.

2. To restructure land ownership documents in a way that reflects and
protects the rights of tenants, sharecroppers, and shareholders.

3. To consolidate fragmented land holdings to facilitate the use of new
agricultural technologies.
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Not all landowners in villages directly work on the land. Therefore,
landowners can generally be divided into three categories:

1. Those who lease out their land without directly cultivating it.
2. Those who cultivate the land themselves using agricultural laborers.

3. Landowners who themselves work on the land. (Sometimes they
also cultivate land by leasing it from others.)
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During the British era, problems arose in our country related to land
ownership, and three types of government tax collection systems were also
developed. These are:

1. Zamindari system of taxation

2. Mahalwari system of taxation

3. Ryotwari system of taxation

The government has resolved the problems arising from land tax collection
by moving away from the above systems.

However, the problems arising from land leasing remain unresolved even

now.

¢ The idea that the land should belong to the one who cultivates it also
began to grow.
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The Land Tenure Systems in India

1. Zamindari System or the Land lord-Tenant System

This system was created by the British East India Company, when in
1793, LordCornwallis introduced 'Permanent Settlement Act'.

Under this system the landlords or the Zamindars were declared as
the owners of the land and they were responsible to pay the land
revenue to the government.

The share of the government in total rent collected was fixed at
10/11th, the balance going to the Zamindars as remuneration.
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2. Mahalwari System or Communal System of Farming

e The Mahalwari system was primarily devised by Holt Mackenzie in
1822 and later modified/implemented by Lord William Bentinck in
1833. It was a land revenue system introduced in parts of
Northern India, including the North-West Provinces, Punjab, and
the Central Provinces, where revenue was settled with the village
community (Mahal) rather than individual farmers.

e Initially, the revenue was very high (up to 80% or more), but this
was later relaxed slightly under William Bentinck's 1833
regulations.

e After introduction of this system, it was later ex-tended to Madhya
Pradesh and Punjab.

e The ownership of the land was maintained by the collective body usually
the villagers which served as a unit of management.
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e They distributed land among the peasants and col-lected revenue
from them and pay it to the state.

e The village headman (Lambardar) was responsible for
collecting taxes and submitting them to the government.
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3. Ryotwari System or the Owner-Cultivator System

e Itwas introduced by Sir Thomas Munro in the Madras and
Bombay provinces in the 1820s

e This system was initially introduced in Tamil Nadu and later
extended to Maharashtra, Gujarat, Assam, Coorg, East Punjab
and Madhya Pradesh.

¢ In Ryotwari system, the farmers got the rights over the Land
and paid the tax directly to the Govern-ment.
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Reforms

e The Land ceiling was fixed based on family holding and it
differed from one state to another.

e In Tamilnadu, the Land ceiling was fixed as 15 Acres.

e |n 1974, the 34th Amendment Act was enacted and the Land
ceiling acts were included in the 9th Schedule of the
constitution.
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Land Ceiling Act - 1972
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® The Land Ceiling Act is a law enacted to determine the maximum
area of land that each landowner can possess.

* To bring about uniformity among various states in implementing this

law, a Chief Ministers' conference was convened in July 1972. New
policies regarding land ceilings were formulated at this conference.

Key Features:
e Taking into account the amount of land a family is allowed to own.

e Setting the land ceiling limit at 18 acres for irrigated land and 54
acres for unirrigated land.

¢ Declaring land transfers made under fictitious names as invalid.
¢ Since the provisions of this act have been included in the Ninth
Schedule of the Constitution, civil courts cannot intervene, thus

enabling their speedy implementation.

¢ The Land Ceiling Act was fully implemented in all states except Goa
and the North-Eastern states.

e Rural India comprises three types of settlements:




2. QHERATUVGHIULTSE &LQuNLIL&H6T 1. Occupied settlements
3. slemeoor GLQLWIBLILIS6T 2. Unoccupied settlements

3. Subsidiary settlements

BleVFFTHE ([(HE S HL6)L] 85608556111 60T [F60T60 L0 8560 Benefits of land reform measures:
e Blev 2 FFaurldL] BlFevoruils s ev' . Fixing land ceiling
o [Bl6L 2 60 60ILDG6M6IT 62 (IH I 5 60)600T S &6V . Consolidation of land holdings
o EllILGHHD6T QTGS GLOLOLH & SIS0 . Grouping and developing land areas
o Tl (M6 efeuFmuILD L Cooperative farming
. . . . . Elimination of intermediaries
¢ QEOLSSHTEHTHMET HEEGSH6V
. Tenancy reforms
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Bhoodan Movement
o LIASTET QUGHSMS QGTLHEISR emeusselT Famirlu

N GeorTUMLITG6 QLEeUMT. @6l 1951-34 1D ,600T(H g LIT6V e The Bhoodan movement was initiated by Acharya Vinoba Bhave. He
TS SH 60 CUTFFLIDLI6TeTuN6L @) &ement o TOLNGSTIT. started it in April 1951 in Pochampally.

o BTG WWeIGID 2 6TeT ST TLOMISEHE: G 6 & 60Tml e He travelled to villages across the country, requesting 1/6th of the
BleVEF & UMTEITSTI &6 LD 1/6 LIMIG BlevSend HTeorloms G&HL(h | land from landlords as a donation, and received approximately 4
&0 4 LO16VE0IUIEIT 78858606 [HE0T 6 & MM LTS QUIMHMITI. million acres as gifts. This land was distributed to about 200,000
9155608 BleVBIGHET &LOMH 2 VL&D alleudFmul & EnH e & farmers.

LS THSefHasLILL L.

e Barren lands from the government were also acquired and donated
o ITFRLOMBHS &ifle BlevmigemeT QUMM LLA S meor to landless poor farmers through the Bhoodan movement.
@WEHST 6T FTyLleL Blevnmm genlp alleuamuils:ene &
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Accordingly, 28,126 acres of land were received as donations through
this movement in Tamil Nadu.

* Only the designated beneficiaries can use the land received from
this movement.

* No one has been granted the right to sell the land donated under
this scheme.

* Bhoodan lands are currently registered under different names.
Efforts are underway to consolidate all of them under a single name:
the Tamil Nadu Bhoodan Board.

e Work is in progress at the sub-registrar offices to identify the lands
granted under the Bhoodan scheme, register them, and change their
valuation to zero to prevent their sale.
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land Reforms and Tenancy Protection acts in
TamilNady
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It enabled the agricultural labourers to get the

Minimum wage.

21 Tamllnadu cultivating tenants Prutectmn Act

]
L LR

1955 [Tenure}

This act gave a ptotection of Tenure to the tenants

for Cultivating in the Land for a particular period.
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It fixed the fair rent to the tenants based on | ands

and thus provide <afety to the cultivating farmers

f‘_]__ Tar'nllnadu Bhoodhan Yagna Act 1958

The Bhoodhan yagna board was formed as per this
actanditisaccepting L and donations from the | and

Lords and distributing it to the Landless farmers.

The board is functioning under the Ministry of
Khadi.
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It fixed the Land ceiling in Tamilnadu as 15 Acres.

6) Tamilnadu Agricultural labourers Fair wages
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* Itenabled the Agricultural labourers to get the fair

wage from the LandLords.

71} Tamilnadu Land Refurms {Land ceulmg]
Amendment Act 19?1 ?2

----------------------------

* As per this act the ceiling for Land holding to a

family consisting 5 members was fixed as15 acres.

* An additional of 5 Acres per one additional family
member was allowed and the maximum limit of

family holding was fixed as 30 acres.

- Further for providing Sridhana to their female
children the family was permitted to retain 10

Acres additionally.
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Green Revolution
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e The father of the Indian Green Revolution is Dr. M.S. Swaminathan.
e The father of the World Green Revolution is Norman Borlaug.

e The term "Green Revolution" was coined by William Gaud.

* The Green Revolution in India was introduced by M.S. Swaminathan

and G. Subramanian.

* In 1966, plans for the Green Revolution were proposed and
implemented throughout India.

* The Green Revolution refers to the period when agricultural
production was increased globally using new technologies.

e After 1960, an attempt was made to use new technology in the
agricultural sector through a "Pilot Project" in seven districts.

¢ This was a program to produce high-yielding varieties. This was later
improved and transformed into the Green Revolution in 1966.

Achievements of the Green Revolution

e The Green Revolution focused primarily on high-yielding varieties of
crops such as rice, wheat, maize, and sorghum.
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¢ The productivity of all crops increased through the use of improved
seeds.

* A major achievement of the innovative techniques was the manifold
increase in the production of staple crops like wheat and rice.

* The Green Revolution directly contributed to the growth of
industries manufacturing agricultural implements such as tractors,
machinery, threshers, and pump sets.

¢ The adoption of multiple cropping systems and the extensive use of
chemical fertilizers increased the demand for labour.

* The Green Revolution brought prosperity to the rural population.
Increased production provided more employment opportunities for
rural people, leading to an improvement in their standard of living.
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Components of the Green Revolution

1. HYV Seeds

o Crops such as maize, wheat, and rice were included under the high-
yielding variety program.

. The new methods were not applicable to non-food grains, and HYV
seeds had not yet been developed for non-food crops.

2. @ T&TUI60T RIS 6N 60T LIuwleor LIm(h)
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2. Use of Chemicals

e During the Green Revolution, pesticides and synthetic nitrogen
fertilizers, which improved irrigation methods and crop varieties, were
widely used.

* Very little effort was made to inform farmers about the significant
risks posed by the intensive use of pesticides.




LEF 56 & Meved serflesr Sl LIWI6oT LML 19 60TT6L e MHLI(HILD

60011 FLOM60T UTWS NS LM elleusmuilsens Qs flalss
N&&H GBS (WPWHF &6 6T(H & LILIL_L60T.

sevallnle] @ 6V6VITS LI6ooTem 600T Q& TSIV 6IT 6TH& LIMSISHTLIL]
(LN 6T 60TE & If] 55600 & [HL_6119. 856018 8606 LD 6T(H) &85 TLO6V
LWITSEH8HG LLEFF 5085 Me060 86T Q5665607 .

@S eoTTeL gMLI(HLD HetTemneml el LIULNT&H e85 15 &5
GhIGEHCT gHLGSRMSI. @& &M MIF GLLM6VU]LD LDET0T60)600T UL LD
DTHFUQSSRMS.

e |lliterate farm laborers sprayed pesticides on crops without taking
any safety precautions.

e This causes more harm to the crops than the benefits derived. It also
pollutes the environment and the soil.
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3. Water Usage -

® The crops grown during the Green Revolution required a large
amount of water.

¢ The introduction of canal systems and irrigation pumps to extract
groundwater for irrigating water-intensive crops like rice and
sugarcane resulted in a decline in the groundwater level. Punjab is one
of the water-scarce regions in India.
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4. Impacts on soil and crop production:

¢ Due to the lack of crop rotation, which is essential to ensure high
crop yields, the nutrients in the soil have been depleted.

e Farmers are using hybrid varieties to meet the demands of new seed
varieties.

* The use of these alkaline compounds has increased the soil's pH
level.

¢ Beneficial microorganisms in the soil are destroyed by toxic
chemicals. This further reduced production.
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5. Livestock Farming

e Livestock farming is a branch of agriculture focused on food
production and the use of animal power. It refers to the rearing of
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animals and birds such as goats, cattle, horses, fish, chickens, and
ducks.

e Livestock farming is one of the key components of modern
agriculture.

¢ In many parts of the world, the rearing of various types of livestock
such as horses, cows, buffaloes, camels, rabbits, and pigs became
common. In some other regions, insect farming and aquaculture farms
for raising fish also became widespread.
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Drawbacks of the Green Revolution

1. Lack of Biodiversity:

J Reliance on high-yielding crop varieties leads to dependence
on only those types of crops.
J This reduces the significant variety of crops available

worldwide. This drawback leads to a loss of diversity in the agricultural
sector.

2. Soil Quality -

. Due to the impact of modern methods on biodiversity, high-
yielding crops are repeatedly grown on the same land.

. This causes the soil to gradually lose all its nutrients, and the
soil quality deteriorates.

3. Impact on Food -

J The repeated consumption of crops grown with the help of
pesticides and fertilizers can have a significant impact on human
health. This can lead to several health problems.
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4. Seed Sterility

J Modern technologies prevent seed producers from collecting
seeds from mature plants, thus hindering future crop growth.

5. Promotes Monoculture -

J The Green Revolution encourages the production of a single
crop instead of growing multiple crops on the same land.
J This causes several problems such as soil degradation, nutrient

depletion in the soil, and soil erosion.

6. Risk of Pest Infestation

J Crops grown with HYV seeds are more susceptible to pest
attacks than ordinary crops.

. Small farmers may face an increased risk of losing everything
due to pest attacks with this technology.

7. Income Inequality:

. The inputs used in the Green Revolution, such as chemical

fertilizers, pesticides, and HYV seeds, are expensive; therefore, only
large farmers can afford such inputs.

@\ T6U0TLTeU S LIGenLOLIL|TL &) (2006-2007)
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Second Green Revolution (2006-2007)

* The Indian government implemented the Second Green Revolution
for accelerated agricultural growth.




@ revoTLMeugl Lgennll LT Slulledr GrmeasLn 2006-2007-34L0
21,600T19.60 214 Ll6LESILLIGHT L 60TE6TTS: @ (BIHS 2 _6vor6) L1 LIudly
2 MUSHemW 2020-60 400 LOI6LEOILLIEHT L6OT&HETTS 2 UIFTSH SIS
LG LD.

Geuermevorem DU 60T UTTEFS RSG5 S AHSS 15
21,600T(H 61160 5% N BIHSI 6% & 2 LTSS
S LA LILILC_ (b eTerTeor.

* The objective of the Second Green Revolution was to increase food
grain production from 214 million tonnes in 2006-2007 to 400 million
tonnes by 2020.

* Plans were made to increase the agricultural growth rate from 5% to
6% over the next 15 years.
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Requirements for the Second Green Revolution:

¢ Introducing genetically modified seeds that can double the yield per
acre.

e Ensuring the participation of the private sector in marketing
genetically modified seeds.

* The government must play a key role in accelerating irrigation
facilities and managing water resources.

e Surplus water should be transferred to water-scarce regions through
river interlinking.
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White Revolution

* The White Revolution is a rural development program launched by
the National Dairy Development Board of India in 1970.

e Its objective was to increase milk production by using new and
improved breeds of cattle.
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e Dr. Verghese Kurien, who was the chairman of the National Dairy
Development Board, first implemented this program through the
Amul Milk Producers' Cooperative Union in Anand, Gujarat.

* Verghese Kurien is considered the father of the White Revolution in
India.

* The National Dairy Development Board created the world's largest
dairy development program under the name Operation Flood.

¢ India has grown to become the world's largest milk-producing
nation. It has achieved self-sufficiency in meeting the country's needs,
and significant advancements have also been made in the production
of milk powder for children.

QeuetoTemLOL] LTS U 60T & IT5560)60T55 61T

@BHWmalev LIMeL 2 MLIGEH W meTg 40 3i,600T(H &6 6L 20 Lil6vedl ul 6ot
QL fl8 et eTedTm emalled b & 100 WeveduleT QoL fl& L6t
6Te0T M SHeTellMGS 2 W HSSI.

LIMeL 2 mUSH WImeorgl 1.70 G&HITIQ L 60T (LNGH6V 2.20 GSHITIY L60T 616D
2_WIHSI6TETS.

2016-2017-10 Q600N &6rl6L 16 BHITIY 54 UL FLD L 60T 6U6eDT 2_MLIGH)
2_WIHSI6TETS.

@BHWIT &HTeLHEL a6TFLILITeTIS 66T Ing&H U6y LI, 6T([H60LD
GuUmedTm LIMeL LDM(HSHEM6T UeTTLILZH60 H & b FeUlDd gFMLIL L &6V
BITL_196V 500 Lol6LEONWIGHT D& MeUSI 50 G&ITIY LIMEL LDM(H&6T 2_6T6IT6oT.
@607 eLEVLD 2 eV &6t LIS LIQUIfIW LImeL DMK &6T eUETTLIL]
BILMTS QBHHWT HHPHMS.

Achievements of the White Revolution:

J Milk production in India increased from 20 million metric tons
to 100 million metric tons in 40 years.

. Milk production has increased from 17 million tons to 22
million tons.

. Production increased to 165.4 million tons in the years 2016-
2017.

. Due to increased interest among livestock farmers in India in
raising dairy cattle such as cows and buffaloes, the country has 500
million, or 50 crore, dairy animals. This makes India the world's largest
dairy cattle-rearing nation.







