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The Constitution is the fundamental law
of a country which reflects the fundamental
principles on which the government of that
country is based. It is the vehicle of a Nation’s
progress. The concept of constitution was first
originated in U.S.A.
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1.2 BuELGE R R LIE]
Constitution

The Constitution of India was framed by a
Constituent Assembly setup under the Cabinet
Mission Plan, 1946. The Assembly consisted
of 389 members representing Provinces
(292), States (93), the Chief Commissioner’s
provinces (3) and Baluchistan (1). The Assembly
held its first meeting on December 9, 1946.

Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha, the oldest member
was elected as the temporary President of thg
Assembly. While the work was in progress
Dr. Sahchidananda Sinha died. Dr. Rajendr:
Prasad was elected as the President of thg
Assembly. Similarly, both H.C. Mukherjee ang
V.T. Krishnamachari were elected as the Vice]
Presidents of the Assembly. The Assembly me
for 11 sessions along with 166 days of meetings

During the discussion, 2473 amendments were

presented. Some of them were accepted. The
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:ﬁssembl‘y worked through various committees
and the draft of the Constitution was prepared by

the Drafting Committee under the chairmanship
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He is recognised as the

‘Father of the Constitution of India.

and others, the Constitution
was finally adopted on
26, 1949,
contained a Preamble, 22
parts, 395 Articles and 8 Schedules. The drafted
Constitution came into force on 26" January,
1950. This day is known as the Republic Day. It

is being observed every year.
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1.3 BEEUE R EEM 20K
Indian Constitution

It is the lengthiest of all the written
constitutions of the world.

It has borrowed most of its provisions from
the constitutions of various countries.

It is partly rigid and partly flexible.

Itestablishesafederal system of government.

It makes India as a secular state.

It provides an independent judiciary:.

It introduces Universal Adult Franchise and

accords the right to vote to all citizens above
18 years of age without any discrimination.
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P® preamble

The term ‘preamble’ refers to the introduction
or preface to the Constitution. It consists of the
ideals, objectives and basic principles of the
Constitution. It has great value and has been .

described as the ‘key to the Constitution’

The Preamble to the Indian Constitution is
based on the ‘Objective Resolution, drafted by

Jawaharlal Nehru, which was adopted by the
Constituent Assemblyon January 22, 1947. It has

been amended once by the 42" Constitutional
Amendment Act of 1976, which added three

new words - socialist. secular and_integrity.

The Preamble begins with the phrase “We, the
People of India. Thus, we can say that the people
of India are the source of our Constitution. The

Preamble of our Constitution states that India
is a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic

Republic. Its aim is to secure to all Indian
citizens Social, economic and political justice.
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» Liberty, Equality and Fraternity

~ were theimportantslogans during

L the French Revolution in 1789.

- They are given importance in the
Preamble of our Constitution.
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FRJ Citizenship

The word ‘Citizen’ is derived from the Latin
term ‘Civis. It means resident of a City State

The Constitution of India provides for a single
and uniform citizenship for the whole of India
Articles 5 to 11 under part II of the Constitution
deals with the citizenship.

Citizenship Act (1955)

The Citizenship Act of 1955 provides fo1
acquisition and loss of citizenship after the
commencement of the Constitution. This Acf
has been amended so far nine times.
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Acquisition of Citizenship

According to the Citizenship Act, 1955, the
citizenship could be acquired through any of
the following methods.

1. By Birth: All persons born in India on or after
January 26, 1950 are treated as citizens by birth.

2. By Descent; A person born outside India on
or after January 26, 1950 shall be a citizen of
India by descent, if his father is a citizen of India
at the time of his birth.

3. By Registration: A person can acquire

citizenship of India by registration with
appropriate authority.

4. By Naturalisation: A foreigners can
acquire Indian citizenship, on application for
naturalization to the Government of India.

5. By Incorporation of Territory: In the event

of a certain territory being added to the territory
of India, the Government of India shall specify
the persons of that territory who shall be citizen
of India.




&lqjflenwenw Sp556d
Guuflemosd &L 1955601 LIg, 6HEUT
601 Glgwflemwemwl, FLLSSH T PN

QUL L graGeur (=) SiyflweoemioLigedT
&lp (peuTenIflemiowwimed eIUMUULL &m&GEeun
B el ssHled [3WTip)1s) Gy uflemoemuwid

BIDSSHD, (WS 6FLsD, Spszed e

LSl60TEU(BLD CLO6DTM)| EULPIGH6ETI6D @LUILIMT.

L6 GWISHET SNOMS (PEOTEUHS SIS
G WflenLoemiLt HIMSH6V.

2.CGaumy e Brlged Guflemo aunDEUTE)
anonsBey  @hdHws @uwflemo  WIgeusHES
eurh H1el(bSHe.

3. Bwebyflemoulledr  epeod  @iquflemo  OUIMHM
QW Guwser, CGomsg 6s§LUg5 Guwifleno
eupmeu, seunnert Uiy SHlSSgi6uD ShseuT (1)
©_6U0TEmLDS 66T LM SHSHEUI (1) TSI HITL (hL 60T
6UM6D0fIBD C\FIISHEUT Si6DEDS ET60OTL M6TUT(h
arensFnE Hewm SHeooTLemedT  ElUMMEUT
GTEOTLIENE [H(HEUETOT SiT& &HeoILMIb& Si6uT
SOOI Ufibgeu eredtmy SGUSLLGD Ll FHSled
H(bEUETTT ST, iUTSH GLKWflemwsnil BEHsF
EIEFLLILLD.

Loss of Citizenship

The Citizenship Act of 1955 prescribes

three ways of losing citizenship whethe:

acquired under the Act or prior to it under the

Constitution, viz, renunciation, terminatior

and deprivation.

1.
2.

It can be voluntarily renounced by a citizen

It can be terminated if a person acquires th¢
citizenship of some other country.

The central government can deprive g
naturalized citizen, if it satisfied tha
the citizenship was acquired by fraud
false representation or concealment o
material facts or indulges in trade with
enemy countries or if the person has beer
sentenced to imprisonment for a period o
2 years.
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E¥J Fundamental Rights

The Fundamental Rights are enshrined in Part
IIT of the Constitution from Articles 12 to 35,
In this regard, the framers of the Constitution
derived inspiration from the Constitution of
USA. Originally, the Constitution provided for
seven Fundamental Rights. At present, there
are only six Fundamental Rights. Part III of the
Constitution is rightly described as the Magna
Carta of India. While Fundamental Rights are
available to all persons, certain Fundamental

Rights are available only to Indian Citizens.
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Rﬁjht to constitutional remedies
(Articles - 32)

A writ is an order or command issued by a
court in writing under its seal. It is in the nature
of a command or prohibition from performing
certain acts that are specified in the orders of
the court. Both the Supreme Court and the
High Courts are empowered to issue five kinds
of writs. That is why the Supreme Court is called

the “Guardian of the Constitution”. According
to Dr. Ambedkar, Article 32 is “the heart and
soul of the Constitution”,
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(a) Habeas Corpus:

Safeguards people from illegal arrests.
(b) Mandamus:

It protects the petitioner who requires legal

help to get his work done by respective public
authorities.

(c) Prohibition:

It prohibits a subordinate court from acting

beyond its jurisdiction.

(d) _(;lertiﬂrari:

It quashes an order issued by a_subordinate

court by overstepping its jurisdiction.

(e) Quo Warranto:

It prevents usurpation of public office through

illegal manner.
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Suspension of Fundamental Rights

When the President makes a Proclamation

of Emergency under Article 352, the freedoms

guaranteed under Article 19 are automatically

suspended. The President can suspend other

fundamental rights through specific orders.

These orders must be approved by the Parliament.
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I. RIGHT TO EQUALITY

Art. 14 - Equality before law.

Art. 15 - Prohibition of discrimination on
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth.

Art. 16 - Equality of opportunity in matters of
public employment.

Art. 17 - Abolition of Untouchability.

Art. 18 - Abolition of titles except military and
academic.
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II. RIGHT TO FREEDOM

Art. 19 - Freedom of speech and expression,
assembly, association, movement,

residence and profession.

Art. 20 - Protection in respect of conviction for

offences.

Art. 21 - Protection of life and personal liberty.

Art. 21A - Right to elementary education.

Art. 22 - Protection against arrest and detention

in certain cases.
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Art. 23 - Prohibition of traffic in human beings
and forced labour.

Art. 24 - Prohibition of employment of children
in factories, etc.
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IV. RIGHT TO RELIGION

Art. 25 - Freedom of conscience and free
profession, practice and propagation of
religion.

Art. 26 - Freedom to manage religious affairs.

Art. 27 - Freedom from payment of taxes for
promotion of any religion.

Art. 28 - Freedom from attending religious
instruction or worship in certain

educational institutions.
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V. CULTURAL & EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS

Art. 29 - Protection of language, script and
culture of minorities.

Art. 30 - Right of minorities to establish and
administer educational institutions.
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VL RIGHT TO CONSTITUTIONAL REMEDIES

Art. 32 - It allows individuals to seek redressal
for the violation of their fundamental
rights.
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WA Directive Principles of
State Policy

The Directive Principles of State Policy are
enumerated in Part IV of the Constitution
from Articles 36 to 51. The Constitution does
not contain any classification of Directive

Principles. However, on the basis of their
content and direction, they can be classified
into three broad categories, viz, socialistic,

Gandhian and liberal-intellectual. These

principles are not enforceable by the courts.

But they are fundamental for the
governance of the country. They aim at
promoting the Social Welfare of the people.
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar described these principles
as ‘novel features’ of the Indian Constitution.
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The 86™ Amendment Act of 2002 changed
the subject -matter of Article 45 and made
elementary education a fundamental right
under Article 21 A. The amended directive
requires the State to provide early childhood
care and education for all children until
they complete the age of six years.




I 1 9% 8 DiqLILEML & SHL DO 6T

Sl a7 FlueosmioLiLgled SiqlILIemL &
BLEMIOGET  eTe0TUemEY  (Wedreotmem  Gameiluwig
wpeoflweor  (USSR)  [meiquin]  surdlwieoemiolinsleor
HTEHEHHSHTED GalHaLILLLSTGLD. 19763410
SHEOOT(H, SiEMSSILLL  STSTT eveumedr Skl

sl ly spflueemwld s L SHmsso eFw
ufib&HIeDISHH.  SAH6E0TLIG 1976%1,{0 S4,600T(h
GomesneteTiulL. 42615 i08lie) Siemiols
FLLHHSHSD MoK dTFweoemoliiled GlqLodserfleor
eummiiyseT  feoeunenms Caisss. Eeueurm)
GarsslulL eummILLsGer Gl Lo serfleor
SLEDOSET eTeOTMempSSLILLL 60T. Gueld Shs&F
FLL (S, 2irfwevemoliileot ugdl IV A etedtm
Q@ yHw uGHemwe Carsss. Bnsl S LGS
51 A erettm 6BTewIn(s Wifleweu WL (hld OSMETTLG).
@& ©Guwaseailedr 11 uglUemLE HLEMLOSHEWEIT
aflend@ GUILNLL FLL S FMTGSLILNS ©_6TeTg.

| -3 Fundamental Duties

The Fundamental Duties in the Indian
Constitution are inspired by the Constitution

of former USSR (Russia). In 1976, the
Congress party set up the Sardar Swaran Singh

Committee to make recommendations on
fundamental duties. The 42nd Amendment Act
of 1976 added some f-e_sponsibilities of citizens
to our Constitution called the Fundamental
Duties. This amendment added a new part,
namely, Part IVA to the Constitution. This new

part consists of only one Article that is Article

51 A which for the first time specified a code of

eleven fundamental duties of the citizens.
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List of Fundamental Duties

(a) To abide by the constitution and respect its
ideals and institutions, the National Flag
and the National Anthem.
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(b) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which
inspired the national struggle for freedom

(c) To uphold and
protect the
sovereignty,
unity and
integrity of India

(d) To defend the
country and
render national
service when
called upon to
do so

(e) To promote harmony and the spirit of
common brotherhood among all the people
of India transcending religious, linguistic
and regional or sectional diversities; to
renounce practices derogatory to the dignity
of women

(f) To value and preserve the rich heritage of
our composite culture

(g) To protect and improve the natural
environment including forests, lakes, rivers
and wildlife, and to have compassion for
living creatures
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(h) To develop scientific temper, humanism and

(i)

()

the spirit of inquiry and reform

To safeguard public property and to abjure
violence

To strive towards excellence in all spheres
of individual and collective activity, so that
the nation constantly rises to higher levels of
endeavour and achievement

(k) To provide opportunities for education to

his child or ward between the age of six
and fourteen years. (The 86" Constitutional

Amendment Act, 2002 has also introduced
the 11th Fundamental Duty under 51A(k)
under which all citizens of India or parents
shall provide opportunities for education to
their children between age of 6 and 14 years)
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| ] Centre-State Relations

Legislative relations

The Union Parliament has the power to
legislate for the whole or any part of the
territory of India, which includes not only the

States but also the Union Territories or any
other area for the time being, included in the
territory of India. The Seventh Schedule of
the Constitution embodies three lists namely,

the Union List, State List and Concurrent List
consisting of 97, 66 and 47 items respectively.
The Parliament enjoys the exclusive power to
legislate on subjects enumerated in the Union
List. The State Legislature has exclusive right to
legislate on the State List. Both Parliament and
State Legislatures have power to legislate on
subjects contained in the Concurrent. List. But
in case of conflict between the law of the State
and the Union on a subject in the Concurrent
List, the law of Parliament prevails.
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The Union List, State List and
~Concurrent List consisting
at present 100, 61 and 52
- items respectively. The 42™
Amendment Act of 1976
transferred five subjects to Concurrent List
from State List, that is, education, forests,
weights and measures, protection of wild
animals and birds, and administration of
justice; constitution and organisation of all
courts excepts the Supreme Court and the
high courts.

Administrative relations

The Administrative power of a State extends
only to its own territory and with respect to
which it has legislative competence, whereas the
Union has exclusive executive power over: (a)
the matters with respect to which Parliament
has exclusive power to make laws and (b) the
exercise of its powers conferred by any treaty or
agreement.
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Financial relations

Article 268-293 in Part XII deal with the
Financial relations between centre and the

states. The Centre and States are empowered
by the Constitution to impose various kinds
of taxes. And certain taxes are imposed and
collected by the centre and divided between
centre and states based on the recommendation

of the Finance Commission appointed by the
President under Article 280 of the Constitution.

Late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi appointed
the Sarkaria Commission in 1983 to make an

enquiry into the Centre-State relations. The
Central government has implemented 180
(out__of 247) recommendations of the
Commission.
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of Centre-state relations.
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Part XMII of the Constitution deals with
the official language in Articles 343 to 351.

Initially, the Constitution recognised 14
regional languages which were included in the

Eighth Schedule. At present, 22 languages are

recognised.

, In_ 2004, the Government of
@wmdia decided to create new
- category of languages called
- as “classical languages” So far,
the six languages are granted

the classical language status namely Tamil
(2004), Sanskrit (2005), Telugu (2008),

Kannada (2008), Malayalam (2013) and
Odia (2014).
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National Emergency (Article 352)

The President under Article 352 can declare
emergency if he is satisfied that India’s security
is threatened due to war, external aggression
or armed rebellion, or if there is an imminent
danger or threat. When a national emergency
is declared on the ground of war or external

aggression it is known as external emergency.

On the other hand, when it is declared on
the ground of armed rebellion it is known as
_internal emergency. This type of emergency has
been declared three times so far: in 1962, 1971

and 1975.
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State emergency (Article 356)

Under Article 356, the President can declare
an emergency in a state if the Governor
reports that a situation has arisen under which
the government of a State cannot be carried
on in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution. The continuance of such an
emergency beyond one year is possible only if
emergency under Art. 352 are in operation or
the Election Commission certifies that there
are difficulties in holding Assembly elections.

Maximum duration of the emergency can
be three years. The State is governed by the

Governor on behalf of the President. For the
first time, the President’s Rule was imposed in
Punjab in 1951.
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Financial emergency (Article
360)

Article 360 authorises the President to
declare financial emergency if he is satisfied
that the financial stability or credit of India
or of any of its parts is in danger. In this type
of emergency, salaries and allowances of
any class of persons serving State or Union,
including judges of the Supreme Court and
High Court can be reduced by an order of
the President. This type of emergency has not
been declared in India so far.
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1.12 W:YnGELHEmELIE I RO
Constitution

The term amendment denotes change,
improvement and modification. Article
368 of the Constitution in Part XX, deals
with the powers of Parliament to amend the

Constitution and its procedure.
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Procedure of Amendment

An amendment of this Constitution may be
initiated only by the introduction of a Bill for
the purpose in either House of Parliament,
and when the Bill is passed in each House
by a majority of the total membership of
that House and by a majority of not less than
two-thirds of the members of that House
present and voting, it shall be presented to
the President who shall give his assent to the
Bill and thereupon the Constitution shall
stand amended in accordance with the terms
of the Bill. The constitution amendment can
be brought about only by the Parliament.
State legislatures cannot initiate for any
amendment to the Constitution.
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Types of Amendments

Article 368 provides for three ways of
amendments.

1. Amendment by simple majority of the
Parliament

i

Amendment by special majority of the
Parliament

3. Amendment by special majority of the
Parliament and the ratification of half of
the state legislatures.

4

- 42" amendment of the

Constitution is known as the
mini Constitution.
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Reform Commissions

The National Commission to Review the
Working of the Constitution was set up by a
resolution of the Government of India in 2000
headed by M.N.Venkatachaliah. In April 2007,
a three member commission headed by the
former Chief Justice of India M.M.Punchchi

was set up by the then Government to take a

fresh look at relative roles and responsibilities

of various levels of Government and their

inter-relations.
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The Central Government is the supreme
government in our country. The head
quarter of the Central Government is at New
Delhi. Articles 52 to 78 in part V of Indian
Constitution deals with the Union Executive.
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character of our nation, have provided a federal
arrangement for her governance. The Central
Government consists of three organs, namely,
Union Executive, Legislature and Judiciary.
The Union Executive consists of the President
of India, the Vice-President, and the Council
of Ministers headed by the Prime Minister, and
the Attorney General of India. The Legislature is
known as the Parliament.
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| yX N The President of India

The President is
the nominal executive
authority. The chief

executive of the Indian

union is the President.

He is designated
as the First citizen - £
of India. He is the g b

g F: 5.

supreme commander  DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD

(First President of India)

of the armed forces.

The President is also the Constitutional head of
the Union Executive. According to Article 53
of the constitution, the executive power of the
Union shall be vested in the President which
shall be exercised by him directly or through
officers subordinate to him in accordance with

Constitution.
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Article-53 of the Indian constitution says. The executive
power of the Union Vest in the President of India because of
President of India is the constitutional Head of the state.




FIHS 58 -GQWTES Semeval] LIS&SHTET &&H 6T Limm
eTEGR M.

Garsedled Gumiiquilheusnanent gl ser
B @b Glu&eaTTs Blmsse) Geustor(bib.

H 35 mlmerg'ﬁI SIeOLHSHEUTTSH E(HHFH6eD
Beustor(hlD.

B moeustor sirdl@eom, wnbleo xFGeom Siebe0E)
2 _ememm_dl SiemioliseflGeon 2erdluid wumd
ugeiuied SHHHeL Fn L MG

B wEseaTemel 2_m)LILSl 6Ty IT6u S M & IT 60T
&&Slullemeott) OUNMlHSHSH60 Beusvor(bHLD.

B seufledr OLWENTS GUQWTHS HemeDeUeDTSH
CaIhHeBHbEGID UTHSTENT G (QSHHlauerer
50 eun&&e el (eorewombliieyd Gogib 50
EUTSSEMET &6 euLPlELoMPluieyd Beuetor(bLD.

G WIT&HS &M E0EUIT LITITT(6TRLO60TM)
2_muuileoronaGeur Si6DE0 | FLLLD60TM
2 _muflernnaGeunr  ugell  euHESS  Fal N
HGeuemen LSEN euFlHGSD LSS0 GSWWTsHS
SHemeoaunnad Sieud usHell gn@o mrefled Situsei
SMEOIITEUTSMTSHS SIHSLILIHLD.

Article 58 explains the qualifications for the office of the
President.

Qualification for the election as
President

® He should be a citizen of India.
B He must have completed the age of 35years.

B He must not hold any office of profit under
the Union, State or local Government.

B  He should have the other qualifications

required to become a member of the Lok

Sabha.

B His or her name should be proposed by at
least 50 electors and seconded by another
50 electors of the Electoral College which
elects the President.

The President cannot be a Member of
Parliament or of a State Legislature; if he is
a member of any legislature, his seat will be
deemed to have been vacated on the date he /

she assumes the office of President.
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, It is a well known fact that the
~President of India resides at
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi. The residence and the

office of the President are

located in the same building. However he
has two other office cum residences where
he conducts office at least once a year. They

locations one in North and other one is South
symbolise the unity of the country and unity

of the diverse culture of the people.
I —
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Article 54 of the Indian Constitution deals with the election
of the President.
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Article 55 of the Indian Constitution outlines the manner of
election of the President, specifying that it should be
conducted through a system of proportional representation
using a single transferable vote by secret ballot.
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Election of the President

The President is elected by an electoral college
in accordance with the system of proportional
representation by means of single transferable
vote. The Electoral College consists of the

elected members of both houses of Parliament
and the elected members of the states and
elected members of National Capital Territory
of Delhi and Puducherry. Once elected as the
President has to take an oath of office before the
Chief Justice of India. The President is elected
for a term of five years and can be re-elected.

1991 -1b Syeoor(h 70-6ud FLLHMBHSSHSH60rLIG 1995
QLEOOTIQ6L @ @BHE L6l oMb  Ysi5CFIf]
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LG8 M5 60T M6oT.

According to the 70th amendment of 1991, the members
of the Delhi and Puducherry legislative assemblies have
been participating in this election since 1995.
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Powers of the President
Executive Powers

Article 77 requires that every executive action
of the Union shall be taken in the name of the
President.

He appoints the Prime Minister and the
other members of the Council of Ministers,
distributing portfolios to them on the advice
of the Prime Minister. He is responsible for
making a wide variety of appointments.
These include the appointment of Governors
of States, the Chief Justice and other Judges
of the Supreme Court and high Courts, the
Attorney General, the Comptroller and Auditor
General, the Chief Election Commissioner and
other Election Commissioners, the Chairman
and other Members of the Union Public
Service Commission, Ambassadors and High
Commissioners to other countries.
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Legislative Powers

He inaugurates the session of the Parliament
by addressing it after the general election
and also at the beginning of the first session
each year. This address is essentially identical
in nature to a Speech from the Throne.The
President summons Parliament at least twice in
a year.

He may send messages to either House of the
Parliament with respect to a bill pending in the
House. All bills passed by the Parliament become
“Laws of Acts” only after getting assent of the
President. Money bills cannot be introduced in
the Parliament without his approval. President
terminates the sessions of both or any of the
Houses of Parliament. He can even dissolve the
Lok Sabha before the expiry of the term of the
House.
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He nominates 12 persons who are eminent in
literature, science, sports, art and social service
to the Rajya Sabha. He can also nominate
two persons belonging to Anglo-Indian
Community to the Lok Sabha, if in his opinion,
that community is inadequately represented in
the House.
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Financial Power

Annual Budget of the Central Government
is presented before the Lok Sabha by the Union
Finance Minister only with the permission of

the President. The Constitution of India places

the Contingency Fund of India is at the disposal

of the President. No demand for a grant can be

made except on his recommendation. He can
make advances out of the contingency fund of

India to meet any unexpected expenditure. He
constitutes a finance commission after every

five years.
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Judicial Powers

Article 72 confers on the President power to
grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions
of punishment, or to commute the sentence of
any person convicted of an offence.

Military Powers

Article 53(2) lays down that “the supreme
command of the Defence Force of the Union
shall be vested in the President and the exercise
thereof shall be regulated by law™.
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Diplomatic Powers

The President appoints Indian diplomats to
other countries and receives fore1gn diplomats

posted to India. The ambassador designate
becomes ambassador after calling on the
President and presenting his credentials. All
treaties and agreements with foreign States are

entered into, in the name of the President.

Emergency Powers

The President has been empowered by the
Constitution to proclaim National Emergency
under Article 352, State Emergency under Article
356, Financial Emergency under Article 360.
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The President's Oath of Office and Affirmations (Article 60)
« The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India
administers the oath of office to the President.
e In the absence of the Chief Justice, the senior-
most judge of the Supreme Court administers the
oath.
* Persons acting as interim Presidents must also
take the oath of office.
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Kerala and Punjab are the States where the

President’s Rule was imposed for maximum
number of times i.e., nine times in both
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uT |.
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Bihar 08 11995, 1999, 2005
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Removal of the President

The President may by writing under his
hand addressed to the Vice-President, resign
his office. The President may, for violation of
the Constitution, be removed from office by
impeachment in the manner provided in Article
61; The Impeachment action can be brought
about in the form of resolution in either house
of the Parliament. It must be supported by not
less than One-Fourth of the total strength of the
House for its introduction. The President shall,
in spite of the conclusion of his term, continue
to hold office until his successor enters upon his
office.
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GSOMEFSFTLLQ6m60T LITTITEBLOETMESFH 60T @)(H 3jemeusdserlev

e Article 61 of the Indian Constitution provides a
detailed procedure for impeaching the President.

e The President can be impeached only for
violation of the Indian Constitution.

e The impeachment charges against the President
can be initiated in either House of Parliament.
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The charges must be brought through a resolution
signed by at least 1/4 of the members of that
House. A copy of the charges must be given to
the President at least 14 days in advance.

The resolution must be passed by a majority of
not less than 2/3 of the total membership of the
House where it was introduced.

Thereafter, the impeachment charges against the
President are taken up for investigation in the
other House. In this House, the President can
participate and present his explanation.

The President can defend himself either
personally, through another person, or through
his lawyer.

If, at the end of the impeachment proceedings in
the second House, the charges are accepted and

the resolution is passed by a 2/3 majority of the

total membership of that House, the President is
removed from office from that date.
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e So far, no President has been impeached.

e The appointed members of both houses of
Parliament will participate in the vote on the
Impeachment motion against the President, but
will not participate in the presidential election.

e Members of the state legislatures and the Delhi
and Puducherry Assemblies will participate in
the presidential election but will not participate in
the impeachment.

GUWIHS Hemeveud LG SHTeOlWME6L WMHMID |8 6meoT

Vacancy in the Office of the President and its Filling
BITLL 6L (FTS5S! 62)

(Article 62)
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following reasons:
1. Upon completion of the five-year term
2. By the death of the President
3. By the President's voluntary resignation
4. By impeachment by the Parliament
5. If the President becomes disqualified or his
election is declared void

e The election for a new President must be
completed before the expiry of the term of the
incumbent President.
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In case of unforeseen events such as death,
resignation, or impeachment, the election for a
new President must be completed within six
months from the date the vacancy occurs. The
new President so elected will hold office for a
term of 5 years from the date of assuming office.
During the interim period until a new President is
elected, the Vice-President shall act as the
interim President.

In 1977, due to the death of Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed, the then Vice-President Jatti acted as the
interim President. Subsequently, within six
months, Neelam Sanjiva Reddy was elected as
the President.

If the Vice-President dies while acting as the
interim President when the office of the President
Is vacant, or if the office of the Vice-President is
vacant, or if the Vice-President dies or resigns
within six months after assuming office as the
interim President, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court may act as the interim President.
In 1969, following the death of President Zakir
Hussain, the then Vice-President VV.V. Giri
assumed office as the acting President. Later,
because he resigned from his position to contest
the presidential election, the then Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, Hidayatullah, served as the




@QUrleoTmOMm QFUIS SHTFeoorSHH 60T TV LB Gl UTES
&HEM6EVEUT CHIBHOSHH&HGSLD U6 [T S| 60T60) ML
o FFBHHINOTN SHemevemln  HHLUSH  amlSuISHI60e0T
SHHMNGE G UTFS SHMEVEUTTH QEFUIVLILLITI.

acting President until a new President was
elected.
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Powers of the President

. Executive Powers

. Legislative Powers

. Financial Powers

. Judicial Powers

. Emergency Powers

. Foreign Relations Powers
. Military Powers

. Veto Powers

. Other Powers
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1. Executive Powers
* The Indian Constitution, under Article 77, vests all
executive powers of the Central Government in the
President. According to this article, every executive
action of the Central Government must be taken in the
name of the President. To ensure efficient
administration, the President makes several
appointments to key offices. These include:

1. The Prime Minister.

2. Appointing other ministers on the recommendation of
the Prime Minister and allocating portfolios to them.

3. State Governors.

4. Lieutenant Governors and Administrators of Union
Territories.
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5. The Chief Justice and other Judges of the Supreme
Court.

6. The Chief Justice and other Judges of the High
Courts.

7. The Attorney General of India.

8. The Comptroller and Auditor General.

9. The Chief Election Commissioner of India and two
Election Commissioners.

10. The Chairman and members of the Union Public
Service Commission.

11. Ambassadors and High Commissioners to other
countries.

12. The National Commission for Scheduled Castes.
13. The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes.
14. The National Commission for Backward Classes.
15. The Official Language Commission.

16. The Chairman and members of the Finance
Commission.

17. The Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.
18. The Chairman of the National Human Rights
Commission.

19. The Chairman of the Minorities Commission.

e The President determines the salary and other

allowances of the Attorney General of India.

He can seek information from the Prime Minister
regarding the administrative affairs and legislative
proposals of the Central Government.
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He can constitute a committee to foster and enhance
cooperation between the Central and State governments.

He can declare any area within the territory of India as a
Scheduled Area or a Tribal Area.

It is his duty to bring any matter to the attention and
consideration of the Council of Ministers.

His duty is to define and approve the rules of procedure
for the Supreme Court and other independent bodies.

The President allocates portfolios to ministers on the
advice of the Prime Minister, and likewise, removes
ministers on the advice of the Prime Minister.

The President makes all judicial appointments on the
advice of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

2. FLLLDGOTM 3B &TIHIGET
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USRI MITH.

2. Legislative Powers

The President is an integral part of the Parliament.

He addresses and inaugurates the new session of
Parliament after the general elections.
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The President convenes Parliament twice a year.
However, the first session of Parliament each year
begins with his address. The time gap between the two
sessions should not exceed six months.

The President can send messages to either House of
Parliament regarding any bill pending before it.

All bills become law only after receiving the President's
assent.

A money bill cannot be introduced in Parliament
without the President's approval.

The President has the power to adjourn or prorogue a
session of Parliament.

The President has the power to dissolve the Lok Sabha
before the completion of its 5-year term, on the
recommendation of the Prime Minister (Article 85).

The President has the power to nominate 12 members to
the Rajya Sabha who have excelled in the fields of art,
literature, science, sports, and social service (Article 80).

I the President feels that the representation of the
Anglo-Indian community in the Lok Sabha is not
adequate, he has the power to nominate 2 members from
the Anglo-Indian community to the Lok Sabha (Article
331).
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LDOILIL AP ETTHMS GG WITEES S60)606) 1]
L6t LI() & &6VITLD.

According to Article 108, the President convenes the
joint sitting of Parliament, presided over by the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha.

The President can give his assent to a bill or return the
bill to Parliament for reconsideration. * When the same
bill comes for the President's assent after
reconsideration, he is obligated to give his approval. He
cannot send it back for reconsideration a second time.

Bills relating to finance, state formation, boundary
changes, and name changes are introduced in Parliament
only after obtaining his prior permission.

The President has the power to issue ordinances when
Parliament is not in session. (Article 123)

It is the President's duty to ensure that various
recommendations and committee reports are submitted
to Parliament.

Appointing the interim Speaker of the Lok Sabha is one
of his functions.

The President has the authority to extend, modify, or
repeal laws related to ports and airports.

The President can exercise absolute veto power over
certain state laws.
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e The President will submit the reports of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India, the Union Public Service
Commission, and the Finance Commission before the
Parliament.

3. B15) G ETImIG6T

LeooTlDBFMHIT, GIQUTesS SHemevalfler UKHSIenTssS
Nereor@y UMFTEHLaTDHH L  PWsLLURSSILMGLD.
(FTH31 110)

GQWTEHS Seneval] Leoor InGFMHTallemnerr sp(h GLIMSEIND
MILFIFevenents @ HHLILI SeniliLl @UIeVTs.

LSS ATF T et UTe] Fe B L &5 emn6rs
GUWIFHFS Smevalfler oieIng umm LleTerCr
ST W B SMNEFFT 108 & 6memeu uilev
FIUN&EH T, (FFsHS! 112)

QBSHW TFRWevenlDLILF FLLID @BHHW eUFT STV
BlIHWlemerr GUWIEHRS SeomevalflLd oeflsaieTers..
STFT  TFHTUTTMS  QFeualleTmIGmeT  eUFT
BISWINBHE CLMASTETEHL SAHSHTTLD IUHSHS
LG 2_svor(h.

GWIss sSamevalflear LFlbaeng @erml erboHeeuT
meoflws Camifleemasud Q8 meooT(heUT (LIS
RAUQAUTH 5 T(H&HEHHGID @0 BB 6 G Wl emeor
SMNEROTMHTT 3V6VSE WGH W, OMHleV &g e6rfleor
QUMW LR THS Q&meTer MBleumiseT CaHmifleeans
MGG LULFSEHO (N6l QG  BIFH &G W el eneor
6T MESH M. (FIsH S 280)

aILmerr eufluNeS(pBS&! LOMIBl6VHISs E1h & & 60T LIS 60) 60T
W19 6| QFWIeS MM SIFTWD, LT&TT, @.eT, CLMmG&
QABIGTETID wHW  Wrpleoniseafledmhs  ghminG

3. Financial Powers

e A Money Bill can be introduced in Parliament only after
the recommendation of the President. (Article 110)

e The President can never return a Money Bill for
reconsideration.

e The Union Finance Minister presents the annual budget
of the Central Government in the Lok Sabha only after
obtaining the President's approval. (Article 112)

e The Indian Constitution has placed the Contingency
Fund of India under the control of the President. He
alone has the authority to meet unforeseen expenditures
of the government from this fund.

e No demand for a grant can be made without the
recommendation of the President.

e He constitutes a Finance Commission every five years,
or earlier if the states request it, to recommend the
distribution of revenue between the Union and the
States. (Article 280)

e His duties include determining the states' share of
income tax and deciding on the subsidies to be provided
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in lieu of export duties on jute products exported from
the states of Assam, Bihar, Odisha, and West Bengal.
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EX] Vice-President

The vice-President occupies the second
highest office in the country. He is accorded a
rank next to the President in the official warrant
of precedence. This office is modeled on the
lines of the American Vice-President. Article

———

63 of the constitution
provides for a Vice
President of India.
This office has been
created to maintain the
political continuity of
the state.
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